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	Minutes of the 
R.J. Hawkey School Council 2017-18 

September 19, 2017 at 6:35 P.M.


	SC Members Present:

Nicole Tormo, Chair

Waireka Morris, Vice Chair
Nadine Cardiff, Secretary
Kara Tuftin, Treasurer
	School Administration Members Present:
Sue Long, Principal 
Lisa Guy, Vice Principal

Other Attendees:

Janet Bang- Literacy Support

Todd Brand– Rockyview Trustee

Chrissy Farr
Krystal Murray

Alan Lam

Henry Deen

Dua Zyrueri

Katherine Picket
Roula Alkkatib

Kaley Vandenberg

	1. Call to Order & Introductions – Chair Nicole called the meeting to order at 6:35p.m.
2. Agenda – Nicole moves to adopt the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Nadine CARRIED
3. Introduction of Student Council Members
4. Janet Bang – Literacy Support
· Students are in school for 900h/year and are at home 7,800h/year.  It is important to read with children at home.

· R.J. Hawkey is one of 5 schools in the Calgary area that is a reading place school.

· Our school has a partnership with the Airdrie Public Library.  All grade 1 students get a free membership to the library.

· The school uses many tools to encourage students to read including: RAZ Kids, flexible literacy groups, Family Literacy Night, The Big Book Count (students count how many books are in their houses)

· A good strategy at home for students is READ-TALK-SING-PLAY. 
· All parents are encouraged to a few books from tonight meeting.  Calgary Reads has donated books to R.J. Hawkey for students to take home.
5. Administration Report -  Sue Long
Welcome to our school:

· Positive start:
· Thank you to our Parent Council for hosting our Pancake Breakfast
· 405 students
· 4 programs 
· Building updates – reading spaces
· Power Teacher Pro training
· Safety / Hour Zero
Staffing:

· New Teachers:
· Megan Murayama (K)
· Lindsey Wlasuk (K & PE)
· Ursula Salotto (gr. 1)
· Shelley Worden (gr. 1)
· Sarah Davis (gr. 2)
· Brandy Brochu (gr. 3)
· Tina Cunard (gr. 4)
· Jeff Park (gr. 4)
· Kasyn Sell (gr. 4
· New Support Staff:
· Jessica Machacek (LC)
· Tanya Newman (LS)
· Nadine Broadfoot (LS)
Current Events:

· Informed Consent – community walks
Celebrations/Events:

· September: 
· 28 – Terry Fox Walk and Run at 1:00 – families are welcome to join us.

Initiatives/Partnerships: 

· Reading Place Committee

· Children’s Reading Place

· Airdrie Public Library

· Travelling Tunes and Tales

· RVS Attendance Project

· Results from last year

Three Way Conferences / Goal Setting

· Student reflection

· Communicating with parents

· Conferencing

· Reviewing

· Reflecting

· Setting a Goal

· Plan to support the Goal

· Supporting the goal 

· Monitoring the goal

· Reporting on progress

Headphones:

· Current headphones are poor quality and need to be replaced
· They will be returned to students
· Most elementary schools in Airdrie ask parents to supply headphones
A request will go in our October Newsletter
6. Trustees Report – Todd Brand
(1) RVS Board Meeting Items

a. Rocky View Transportation Fees

i. Our transportation budget is at a critical point.  RVS is about to run out of reserve funds which have helped us keep bus fees as low as they have been over the past few years.

ii. Bill 1 has been constructed poorly with many oversights.  Such as no move to include students who live less than 2.4km from their school.

iii. School transportation has been consistently underfunded by the province.  Over the past decade bussing costs have risen about 20% while grant increases have increased about 2% (before Bill One)

Solutions to Decrease Costs:

i. Change bell times to allow busses in Airdrie to put additional routes onto each driver.  I

ii. Discontinue bussing for students who live 1.5-2.4km from their designated school.

iii. Decrease service levels – in other words longer ride times.

Solutions to Increase Revenue:

i. Take money designated for instruction and use it for transportation.

ii. Charge higher fees

(2) Other items

a.  The board was deeply saddened by the sudden by the sudden loss of Helen Clease this summer.  She lost a battle to cancer.

b. October 16, 2017 is the School Board Elections in conjunction with Municipal elections.  Airdrie voters will elect 3 trustees at large for the eight members Board of Trustees.  Five candidates filed their nomination papers.

c. Windsong Heights is Airdrie’s newest school opened.

d. Todd would like feedback on the rotation of Trustees for the next term.  Would parents like the same Trustee for the hole term or some sort of rotation.

(3)  Questions/Concerns

a.  One parent was wondering whey there is no one way bussing fees.  His child only needs bussing in the morning but not after school.  Todd said it maybe do to the fact that the seat would be reserved for the student in the morning and after school but he would look into the reasons.

b. One parent asked about parent led carpooling.  There are liability issues with the school getting involved in carpooling.

7. New Business
Nicole motions for Katherine Pickett to be elected as Treasury.  Seconded by Kara.  All in favor.  CARRIED           
8. Adjournment

Chair Nicole adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m.   Next meeting in October 24, 2017 at 6:30pm.
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